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Queft. f. T-Geing certath from Hiffiry rhat-shofe whe 
have been Founders of Laws bave generally 
¥ pretended Divine In{piration for them, as Ly- 
# curgus, Numa, Mahomet, and others ; by 
what Criterion may we difcover when {uch Pretenfions as thele 
are falfe and fabulous, and ( 2f there be any [uch ) when they 

are true and real ? 

An{w. We have endeavour'd to give the Reader the 

II fence of this Query, tho’ for fome Reafons wé don’t 
think it fo convenient co publith ‘all che exprefs words 

ont ; however, fhall be fo large and particular 4p our 
Anfwer, that we hope none fhall have any juf®Caufe 
to think us partial. 

And in order to give fatisfaction to this important 
‘Point, we think ic mayn’t be improper, 2. To give 
fome Rules in, what Cafes it may be reafonable to be- 
lieve any {uch Pretenfions, and -when we ought zo: to 
believe “em; and then apply thole Rutfes co the moft fa- 
mous Legiflators, according to thofe Memoirs which Hi- 

jan¢ have lett us concerning ‘em. 

Firft, Im what cales ‘tis not reafonable to believe any 
fuch Pretenfions, and here in general, it can’t be denied 
that we ought to be very. cautious, that we have as 
good Te/timony and Argument as the Nature of che thing 
will bear before we believe any fuch- Revelation, the 
Govleguences of it being fo very great, as we are more 
carefal in receiving Gold than bafer Mettals, begaufe the 
Lofs is greater if fadfe Cois be put upon us. Nor yet 
on the other fide, is there any Neceffity or Reaton, for 
fear of being over-credulous, to run into. the contrary ex- 
sream, fuch a perfect Sceptici{m. being a.greater Enemy to 
Science than Credulity it felf, becauie the Credulous man 
may believe fomething that’s: fal/e, but the Stepric no- 
thing that’s true, tho’ he has never fo certaid and ne- 
ceffiry Caufes perf{wading its belief. All we defire here 
isan A:quilibrium ‘till che Weights are in both Scales, 
and then a fair FZudgmeat. Barto leave Harargue, 

Tis in the firlt place at leaft extreamly fujpicsous, that 
that a pretence to In{piration is faife and :-grounded;.when 
thofe are notoriou/ly-1ll-mex who preterid'to have it. ‘Tis 
true we have fome infances of thofe who have not been 
ot the bet Coaraffere, which yet have been made ufe of 
toexprels God's Will to the World. in chat extraordi- 
nary manner: Even Balaam and Saul were among the 
Prophets, and there’s no. reafon to believe but’ Fudzs 
was inipir'd as wel] as the other Apoftles ; Bur chefe 
Were extraordinary Injtances, even in an extraordinary 
Cafe, to evidence the Power of God; afd im fuck men 
asmay-feem rather weakly virtuous, at leaft not fo open- 
ly and fcandaloufly ebnoxious. And befides, they. were 
only in{pir’d on private, particular Occafions, but far from 

fuch a Degree. as.to make ’em Founders of Laws, to have 
fuch a fecrled Intercourfe with Heaven as to have a whole 
Syjtem ot Government deliver’d unto ‘em to'co:timunicate 
to the orld. Nor can we wel! imagine that God fhou'd 
In fo extraordinary a manner reveal his Wil” to chofe 
“Who are fo unworthy of it. 

Nor Secondly, ist any more reafenable to, beleive a 
Man in fuch Cafes, on his own fingle ani | without any 

ter or ftronger Atteftaticn :« Indeed this feems'{d. far 
ftom reafonzble, that’ ’tis highly ridiculins ; for ft makes 
the 7 ,iimony degenerate from a Divine to a purely Hu- 
mane, as far as comceras us, ‘even (uppofing ‘it: cou’dibe 
true. This muft be granted, that it the Afifion af aay 
érfon from Heaven has been firft attePed in'an extra- 
Ordinary menner, ‘tis but reatonable to. believe him for 
the future, for the works fake, unlefs he plainly deftroys 
What tie before did build ; for we are net to fuppole 
God wou'd atceft an Impoftor, and what God does aste/t 

ot necefity be true. But he who pretends to come 


4 


in the Name of God, in an extraordinary manner, as in- 
fpicd by him, and yet has no Credéntials, no undoubted 
Sign Or Miracle tS atsejt him, he really comes in his 
own Name, and deierves to be created as the worit ot 
Traytors and Imspojtors. 

Nor Tbirdl;,canany Laws have a Divine Original when 
the very sutter of ‘eth:is evidently Contrad.ctory to 
the Lews of Nature, common Morality, or tight 1ea- 
lon. We fay evidently, and really Contradifory to thele 
Laws, becauie a thing may be apparently lo, it we take 
IC in grofs, without conlidering Circumftances, which 
yet in it felf is really agreeable to em. The Law of 
Nations tees to come the deareft to the Law of Nature, 
that which the wildam ot all Nations has agreed to, 
has a fair Piea for common Inftin®, not can a tew an 
omolous Inftances make any alseraiion, with any more 
Fuftice, then ‘twoud be to deny that ‘tis xatwral for 
Men to be born with one Head, becaule there have been 
fome Monjfers with Two: Now. that there is fith a 
thing as Law Namal, or {ome common Inclinations 
to, and Sentiments ot, whats fair and jujé and right, 
was we think, never qucftion’d, unlels by the wnwaty- 
ral Libertines of the prefenc Age, having been granted 
even by the worft of Men in former Ages ; a Dyony- 
fius himtelf owsing fome re/pe ior it, and :efufing 
to violate that Law, at the tame time he ownd he 
had broken thole of his Country. Indeed the belt, and 
cleareft Tet of a Law, mult be common unprijudic'd Rea- 
fom. If tis againft chat, co char degree as to be ab- 
fur'd and rediculous, plainly prejudicl to the Inerejt of 
Mankind, deftructive of Religion auc Mereic.y it can’t 
with any propriety, be faid wo be a Law, win is too 
boneff a word for’c, but rather an unjuft Cujiom og In 
ftituton, which is ipfe fado vacated or annuli | by ‘a fue 
periour Law, that of Religion and Reajon, much leis full, 
in fuch cafes, can it proceed from God, and further if 
we had not a natural Power, when unprejudie'd, ot inik- 
ing aFudgmen in fuch cates, whiy wou'd God apedt 
to us, concerning the equality of his Ways, and what 
remedy would there be again{t chole who fhou'd by 
Sorcery and bad arts, work ftrange things to impole up- 
on Mankiid ? 

Now the Oppofites to all thefe, muft be the fureft 
Notices of true Kevelation, As 1. When we obferve a 
Man of an Exemplary Holy Life, no ways Enthufiaftical, 
tull ot unatlected Religion and, Devotion, not given 06 fu- 

perffition, not creduleus, or ambitious, OF covetous pr un- 


jufi ; of good fenje, of a candid and brave Tempef: In 


fuch a Cafe as this ‘ris nor at all reatonable to believe 
he'll zmpofe any faifhood upon mankind; and if God re- 
veal himieif to any at ali, it’s muca gvore probable he'll 
do it to {uch a one, than to one of a quite contrary Cha- 
racer ; and what’s fo probable ic can’t be unreafonable to 
believe, tho’ tis fo not to believe it when we have pofi- 


tive Arguments for che reality ot it, and that the moft 
demonfirative that the Nature of the thing is capable of. 


Rot in the fecond place, the fame Reafon chat makes 


it highly weak to believe any Marger of Fad, efpecially 
of fo gteat confequence, where ‘tis not thoroughly as- 
tefted, makes it a6 ridiculous_and ‘extravagant, we had al- 
moft faid impudent, to rtfufe or di{swn our Beliet to {uch 
Faét as has tufficient and indubitable Teflimonies to con- 
firms it, as firong’ and convineing, and perhaps more fo 
thatany we hav 
thatithere were fuch Perfons as Falias Cafar or Alex- 


r our Own Ejtates or Parents, OT 


ander, And inthis number may we reckon numerous 
Witnefes, toche Truth of fome ferange Signa, evidently 
furpafting the Power of.Art and Nature, in confirmation 


of any Law, as of Divine Original. 


Efpecially when in thethtrd and laft place, the Mat- 
y Bs . i t ter 


ter of this Lew is highly agreeable to the Laws of Na- 


when there’s nothing in 


oe, Se it plainly tends co the 


unprejudicd Reafen, 
it chat comraditts them, when 4 
making Mankind wifer, and better, and bappicr. Anc ” 
a Corollary to the whole, we may, we think, fair y 
add, that fuch Laws as are contrary tO thofe which we 
have all the Reafons alledg'd co believe divinely in{pir 4, 
cannot themfelves be fo, becaufe God can no more re- 
veal Contradidions than he can 2& them. 

‘Twill be time now to bring all this to bear, and 
make it plain and uleful, by deicending ce Inftances in 
the moft fam'd Legiflators of former Ages, who pretend- 
ed Divine Ausboriy, and an immediate Mifion trom 
Heaven. : 

In the firft place, for the manner of the firft Legiflators, 
‘twou'd be too large a Field to examine thofe of Za/ucus, 
Minos, and all the reft amongft the Ancients, and perhaps 
not fo eafie to find a fatistfactory account concerning 
‘em: We fhall therefore chiefly confine our felves to 
thole mentioned in the objection, Lycurgus, Numa, Maho- 
met, only throwing in merry-Solom, to make ‘em even. 

And here not to detract from the Wifdom and Ge- 
nius which moft, or all of thele men were really Ma- 
fiers of, nor from fome good Principles they teem to 
be poffefs'd with, this in the beginning lies againft 
‘em all, that they were not fo much as bonefl men, much 
lefs religious, who wou'd endeavour to perfwade their 
conte that they came immediately from God, when 
cwas al! Cheat and Impoffure. It’s not fufficient to urge 
in their Excufe, that “twas tor the Benefir of their Peo- 
ple, and only a pious Fraud, for the falfbood and arro- 
gancy is the fame, and can’t change its Nature from a- 
ny prudential Reafons, nay worte, all of em are guilty 
of Bla(pbemy as well as Forgery, for intitling the Divine 
Being to Laws fo Contradictory to his Natnre, and that 
oy he has printed on the Breafts of all Mankind. 
Nor can there be a greater argument of the fal{ne{s of 
their Rules than the Methods they us'd to fuppore ‘em ; 
for Truth can never needa Lie to ftremgthen or recom- 
med it : and that all this is not faid Gratis, will ap- 
pear more plainly when we come to bring them Laws 
to a particular Examen. But Firft, we muft remark, 
of Licurgus, that ic gives deep fufpition of his Cru- 
elty, and loofe, nay, unnatural Inclinations, that he made 
fuch Laws for his Citizens, not for an Exigengy only, 
and as Solon faid of his, betaufe they'd receive no bettey, 
but fuch as he ufed all means to render eternal, (. an 
wilely ftarv'd himfelf to make ’em fo ) and that when 
he had the Citizens under his Power, might have im- 
por'd what he pleas'd upon em; and in effect did what 
mult needs have been much more difficule and grievi- 
ous, as the equality of Lands, Eftates, and fevera] others ; 
nay, the fecres Law, and that of the Children ( of which 
anon) were plainly his own Impoftion and Invention, 
and feem te proceed from his Nature not any political 
neceffity that may be urged In his defence. ‘Tis true he 
forgave Alexander, whea he had burt ( fome fay (truck 
ews ) his Eye, and ‘twas the moft Politiek thing he 
cou'@ do; for thereby he made many of the Citizens 
his Friends, which otherwife might prov’d his de(parate 
and implacable Enemies. 

W’e bave not room bere to finifo this Difcourfe, and there- 

fore mufs deferr it to the next Mercury.- 


Adberttiements. 


7 Albranches Search after Truth, Vol. 1. willbe 

publitht without Subfcriptions, done into 
Englifh from the Paris 4tb. Edition by Mr. Seult, Au - 
thor of the Mew Freatije of Algebra. This Tranflati- 
on is revifed all by the fame band, chat the ftile might 
be all alike, aod printing in two Volumes in O@eve, 
that thereby fo ufeful a work might be fis for the Poc- 
het, and be every Bodies money, and allo that bythe 
peedy Publication of the firft Volume the \World might 
judge of the Accuracy of the Tranflation. The Firft 
will be publifhe the ee of mext July, and the 

w 


Hiftory of the Edift of Nantes, 1s now 


aT" Secand Welume of the French Book of Aferys, ot 


lifo, with her Majetties Reyal Priviledge, ane ready 1 
delivered to the Subscribers 


the Terms mentioned ja the 


Propefal:, ( notwithftanding this Volume is ter Sheeis more thag 
was at firft promiled ) provided they feed in their Receipts ang 
fecnd Payments to Joba Dumtem at the Raven in the Poxtizey, 
The Third and Feurth Volumes ( fortwhich nv more Sxbfrip. 
tiens will be taken in) are alio preparing for the Preis, ang 
comprehend ( with the two Volumes already pubhfhed ) ali the 


Per fecutions that have been in France trom the beginning of « 
Reformation there, down to this prefent time. 


Peftersap was jublity’ 


co Ria on a late Difcourfe of William Lerd Bj. 
Soop of Derry, concerning the Irvensions of Men ia 
the Worfbip of God. By theReverend John Bédyfe. 
Printed for John Lawrence at che Angel, and John 
Dunton at the Raven in the Poultry. 


An made Righteous by Chrifs’s Obedience : Being 
two Sermons at Pinners-Had with Enjargmeats, 
@c. Allo fome Remarks on Mr. Matber’s Polticripe, 
ec. By Daniel Williams. Prioted for Fobm Dunton at 
che Raven in the Poultry. 
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cP EF any Book-binder wants ¢ Convenient 

Dwelling for himfelf and Family, free 
from all Parifh Duties,and at a Cheap Rent, he 
may be Accommodated therewéth in Scaldsng- 
Alley, near Stocks-market, by a Perfon that 
will promife to furnifh him with a confidera- 
ble deal of Work for the {pace of three Years, 
enquire atthe Raven inthe Powltrey, and you 
may know further. 


or Here is a large Shop to be 

Lett in the Powlsrey, either 
alone or with Lodgivgs convenient for 
a Family : Enquire at Mr. Swth’s 
Coffee-houfe in Stocks-market, and you 
may know further. 


He Sale of Sterling Plate defigned to be on the a8rb of 

May in Charles-ftreet, Covent-Garden, being not quite full 

will on the 278k. of June next. The Fickets may be had 
of Mr. Fob Bewman at the Flowr'd-de-Luce, near the New-Exe 
change in the Strand, Mr. Robert Cole at the wAncher over ae 
gaintt St. Dunftan‘s-Church in Fleet-fireety Mr. Joba Foden at the 
Gelden-Faulcon near Fetter-lane-end ia Holborn, Mr. John Burning- 
bam at the Black-Raven in Newgate-fireet, Mr. Samuel Layfield 
at the White-Herfe in Lumbard-freet, Ms. Edward 84rfbam at 
Ratcliff-Crofi, Mr. Andrew de Cayne at Bifbops-gate, Mr. 
peace Halloway at the Sign ot the Cup in Leaden-ball-ftreet near 
Aldgate, Mr. Mofes Sykamore at the Star on St. Margaret*s- 7718 
in Seatbwark, Goldimiths; Mr. Fobx Ward at the Mere-waid 
in Cheap-fide, and at his Shop in Chefter City during t'.c Pair. 
Mr. Jonathan Millner in Popes-bead-Alley near the Reya}-Exchenge, 
Mr. James Brindley at the Corner ot Fetter-laxe in Fleetefireet, 
and Mr. Mérfbali Smith nent Bedford-gate in Charles-fireet, Ce 
went-Garden, where the Tickets are to be drawn. 


O* Ludgate-Hil], next Door to the King’s-Arms Tavern 
near Fleet-Bridge, any art may be furnifbed with 
& Water for taking away the Freckles, Pimples, Worms and 
Morphew in the Face, Elixir Salutis, Balfamum Virz, 
Tinétura Vitz. An excellent Water and Ointment for the Eyes. 
Oinrments for the Rickets, Burns, Scalds, Wounds, Aches, 
Sprains, Sc. Powders, Demtrifices, Elixers, Effences, Oils, 
Spirits, 8cc. For the eafing and curing of moft Difiempers 
incident to bumane Bodies. Prepared and Sold by B. L. 


Iftrefs Elizabeth Kingfman and Daniels Sale 
M of Milliners Cone the tomar in Pa- 
ter-Nofter-Row, will be drawn on Monday the 2d of Fu- 
ly next, at the Mufick-Room in Charles-ftrect, Covent-Gar- 
den, By 7 inthe morning precifely, where Tickets may 


fecond {ooa after, to which will be added, 4 Differtasion be had until che time of drawing at the place above- 
wholly new. meationed. 
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